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the postal services have been spared. Letters are either
withheld by the Secret Police or they are stolen by people
who hope to find money in them. Now we know the
meaning of dictatorship, for we Slovaks are not allowed
to have our say in "liberated Slovakia". Our dictators
carry out the orders of the Germans who are the real
masters of the country. If there is any war with Poland,
there will certainly be fighting in Slovakia. The fact that
many letters disappear may well be due to the circumstance
that the frontier areas are all full of German troops who
censor letters to prevent any news about what is happening
here from being sent abroad. We do not know when and
how we shall find release from these dreadful conditiohs.*

An economic delegation was recently sent to Berlin
to negotiate there on the economic position in Slovakia
and particularly on the percentage of Czechoslovak gold
which, in accordance with German promises, was to be
allotted to Slovakia. The negotiations, however, which
were'to last several weeks, were rapidly concluded and the
Slovak delegation returned empty-handed to Bratislava.
The Germans did not give any of the promised gold to
Slovakia, and the Slovak Government was faced with
financial crisis as a result. The reason for this was that
immediately after the declaration of Slovak * independ-
ence* the Government introduced a Slovak currency
which was to be covered by the share of the gold which
Germany promised but did not give.

Furthermore, the negotiations for a trade and navigation
treaty between Slovakia and Hungary which were to have
started pn June i6th, were postponed indefinitely. This